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Catch (tones)

Since 2006, data of
leisure fishery has
been excluded

Since 2001, number of
investigative river has decreased

Please note that number of inland 
water fishermen also has decreased

Lack of fishing effort data
Lack of stock assessment data
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Grass eel catch in Japan
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Taxonomy
Assessment Information
Population
Habitat and Ecology
Use and Trade
Threats
Conservation Actions
Bibliography

IUCN

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/166184/0 Assessment 



IUCN



2014 EN – A2bc )

2008 CR – A2bd+4bd)

2013 13
The global Red List status of species of freshwater eel assessed in 2013 
by the IUCN Anguillid Specialist Sub Group (ASSG).

13
4 (31%) : Threatened categories(CR,EN,VU)
4 (31%): Near Threatened (NT)
3 (23%): Data Deficient(DD)
2 (15%): Least Concern (LC). 

2014 EN –A2bd
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Natural
Oceanic conditions

Predator
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Man-made
Reduction in available area
Overfishing



mesoscale eddy
Tajima et al. 2011

Modified from Tsukamoto
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2003Upper Dam A)

Downstream dam B

Index of dam water volume (%) = 100 A/ A B 
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2014



• Measures on eel aquaculture management

• Releasing eels and improving habitat environment

• Domestic eel stock management

• Regional eel stock management

• Strengthening of research and study on eel
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GOLFECH dam on the River Garonne
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Rock pile eel fishing “Ishiguro-ryo” 







Tatsukawa 2003
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Sub team
Sustainable use

1. Clarifying the ecology of
Japanese eel

2. Assessment of stock
status

Sub team
Stable seed production

1. Developing inducing
maturation technology

2. Developing mass production
technology

3. Developing bleeding
technology



Study cites

Oceanic conditions
Suitable habitats 

Cause of decline
Management Measure

Recommendation for
conservation and

management of Japanese eel

Sustainable use
ecology
Stock assessment
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