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Seasonal Variation and Flight Activity of the Stable Fly
Around Cow Sheds and Paddocks

YANAGISAWA Junji and YAMAMOTO Tohru

Abstract: : We investigated the seasonal variation and flight activity of the stable fly
(Stomoxys calcitrans 1..) around cow sheds and paddocks at the Aichi Agricultural
Research Center.

We used 87 adhesive traps to capture 91734 heads of stable flies during a 21
week period from June 4 to November 25 in 2013 (except for 4 weeks during August).
We captured a higher number of stable flies in autumn than in mid-summer. Three
peaks in numbers occurred, during July, September and November. The highest peak
occurred during mid-November.

The number of stable flies tended to increase during periods with lower rainfall
and a greater number of daylight hours. In late autumn the number increased when
temperature was more than 12°C during a day.

Stable flies tended to be captured in locations near to heifers and in airy sites
without trees. Therefore, these locations are suitable for capturing stable flies and

ensuring their effective control.

Key Words: Stable fly (Stomoxys calcitrans L.), Adhesive trap, Seasonal variation,
Daylight hours, Temperature
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