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Rina: Hi, Mark. How’s your host family?

g Mark: Hi, Rina. They are very (k ) ( ) me. I’m getting along with my host :
i family. My(gost mother especially helps me very much. ;
E Rina: I see. But did you have ( ) (p ) here in Japan? :
i Mark: Yes, I had some. I forgot to take off my shoes in the house. But now I’'m all right! ;
i Rina: That’s good.® You'll (e ) the Japanese way of ( ). i
i‘ (£} shoes #t i
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These days, we can see many tall buildings all over the world. In 2018, the tallest

building in the world was over 800 meters tall. Now some countries are ( A ) plans to
have buildings which are over 1,000 meters tall. In Aichi, some tall buildings which are over
200 meters tall stand around the main station. If you go to the top floor of a tall building,
which do you choose to go up, stairs, elevators or escalators?

Some people say that stairs were first made in nature when people went up or down a steep
hill many years ago. Now there are a lot of stairs around you. You often see ramps by the
stairs in front of the entrance of a building. If you are pushing a stroller, you can use the ramp.
Today, there are not only stairs but also elevators and escalators in many buildings.

In 1890, the first electric elevator in Japan was put in a 12-floor building in Asakusa,
Tokyo, and now you can use elevators everywhere. People go into a machine like a box, then
it goes up or down to different levels. Elevators in buildings help people in wheelchairs to
move up or down to different floors. Now many of them have floor buttons lower on the wall,
s0 those people can push the buttons more easily when they use elevators to go up or down.

In 1914, people in Japan used an escalator for the first time. It was put outside at first.
Then a department store in Tokyo had one in the building in the same year. Escalators are like
stairs, but . You just stand on a moving step and hold a handrail, and the
escalator takes you upstairs or downstairs. There are various types, such as very long ones,
short ones or even spiral ones.

Elevators and escalators are efficient moving ways for many kinds of people, such as

people pushing strollers, people in wheelchairs, children, elderly people and so on. Today,

there are about 781,000 elevators and about 71,000 escalators in Japan.@ They [ increase /

the number / useful that / will / are / of them / so ] more and more.

Thanks to researchers and mechanical engineers, elevators and escalators have improved a
lot. Now you can move up or down more quickly, more silently and more safely by escalators
or elevators. What is a future elevator like? Some people are trying to build an elevator
which takes you to the moon. Someday you may be able to see the beautiful Earth from an

elevator!
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people have to walk when they take elevators
people do not have to walk when they take stairs
people have to walk when they take escalators

people do not have to walk when they take escalators
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The first elevator in Japan was used by Japanese people in 1914.
Elevators are used only by children and elderly people.
Everyone used elevators to climb the mountain a long time ago.

Elevators can take a person in a wheelchair to different levels.
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In Aichi, there are many tall buildings near every station.

There is often a ramp for people pushing strollers in front of a building entrance.
In Japan, an electric elevator was born after people began to use escalators.

An escalator takes you to the next floor when you stand on a moving step.
Elevators and escalators are not helpful for people using wheelchairs.

Some researchers and engineers have made elevators and escalators better.
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Ellie: Hello, Akira. I haven’t seen you for a long time.

Akira: Hello, Ellie. 1 went to America to study English with my friends.

Ellie: [ a ] Which state of America did you go to?

Akira: Texas. It’s north of Mexico. I felt it was far away from Japan.

Ellie: I’'m from New York, so Texas is far away from my state, too, and I’ve never been to
Texas. [ b ]

Akira: It was so great! It’s the second largest state and its population is also the second

largest in America. The roads are very wide and people there like to use their own ( )

to travel. However, the people sometimes waste time in a traffic jam. To my great
surprise, my town in Texas was not so big, but it had a small airport. My host mother said
to me, “Some people in America often use their own airplanes to travel.”

Ellie: I see. American people usually travel by car. But it’s better to travel by airplane than

by car, because there is no traffic jam in the ( )! By the way, did you have a chance

to go to a high school there?

Akira: | [ ¢ ] Thanks to him, I really enjoyed my school life in America.

Ellie: [ d ] Did you see the differences between an American high school and a
Japanese one?

Akira: Of course. American students wear no school uniforms and some of them drive cars
to go to school. George is 17 years old and he has a driver’s license. The school has a
very large parking area for students!

Ellie: In America, each state has ( A ) to get the licenses and even 16-year-old students
can drive a car in some states.

Akira: [ e ] ButI think that American people need to get the licenses to live in a large

country.

Ellie: That’s right. The longer you stay in America, the more you know about America!

() state I Texas T X HAM (7 A Y HEEHOM) Mexico A F 3
driver’s license iHEImHREF  parking area BEHLIE
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7 How was it? Please tell me about it.

4 That’s good. In education, America is different from Japan.

7 Yes, with George. He’s one of my host family.
I Wow, that’s my country!
+

Really? T can’t believe it.

(2) THO, @DOVXH, SFEOXL L TR bHELRbOLARBZ LI, ThTho( K
HTELELFELEFI RS,

B) ( A) HTRE IR DEYRELY, ROTFHLIETORMNLEALT, TOLRGESL
EEAREW,

F museums 4 rules 2 advice I stores

(4) WOTEXE, TOSERTLAEK, = —BEEIIWAEADA Y ET (Olivia) KEo7-
A=W TH, ZOA—NURSZEXORFIZEGS> L5, o ( X ), ( Y ) oFNFRIC
HTIREBRBEYRELEELE N,

Hi, Olivia.

One of my Japanese friends, Akira, went to a town in Texas to study English.

The town in Texas has many cars and a small airport.

He was ( X )} to hear that some American people travel by their own airplanes.
In Japan, orly a few people have their own airplanes.

I think it’s interesting to ( Y ) about America in Japan!

I want my Japanese friends to visit America more.

Bye,

Ellie

(BEERINATEDLYTT, )
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